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quarter. In 1533 he could earn 45. a week, but wheat was 75. Sd.
the quarter. In 1564 his wages had risen to gd. a day but wheat
was igs. gjd. the quarter, by 1610 his wages were iod. a day
and wheat 405.4^. the quarter. The case of the unskilled labourer
was worse. Rogers has estimated that while in 1495 fifteen
weeks' work would provision his household for the year, by 1610
not even in fifty-two weeks, working every day except Sunday,
would he achieve the same result. We must not forget either
that wages were fixed by the employers and there was no appeal.
The preambles to acts of parliament may express sympathy for
the ' grief and burden of the poor labourer ', but as the acts go
on to place him at the mercy of the Justices of the Peace, who
were all of the employer class, we may regard them as mere play
to the gallery. Worse even than their attempts to keep down
wages in the face of rising prices was their distortion of the
conspiracy laws and of a law of Edward VI forbidding combina-
tion to force a rise in wages. We shall see later how the Law of
Settlement completed the labourer's slavery.

The Capitalist and the Unemployed. Quite early in the six-
teenth century the appearance of large numbers of unemployed
is noted in every country in Europe. Times were changing, and
while in the past the lords sought for labourers, the labourers
were now being forced to seek for work. The causes of this
change, that were common to all Europe, wore :

(a) The break up of the feudal system and consequent dis-
banding of retainers. Louis XI in France, the great commercial
towns of Germany, and Henry VII in England were all in one
century asserting the dominance of law over force. Consequently
large numbers of men-at-arms were turned out to prey on the
public, for they were ignorant of any craft and despised hus-
bandry.

(6) The rise of prices due to the introduction of Mexican silver
was general and produced distress everywhere,

(c) Manufactures on a large scale were beginning to replace
craft work, and the consequent ups and downs of trade, so well
known in modern times but unheard of in the Middle Ages,